Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PRETOR 03555 190907Z 
17 

ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 SY-05 L-03 INR-07 A-01 FBIE-00 
/030W 

034336 

R 190657Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2744 

CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 3555 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 

TAGS: PFOR, ASEC, SHUM 

SUBJ: SA POLICE REQUEST FOR FBI TOUR 

REF: STATE 221915 

1. LATE DISCOVERY OF SA POLICE INTEREST IN CALSPAN 
FINGERPRINT SYSTEM MAY MAKE OPTION A (AVOIDING INVOLVEMENT 
IN PRIVATE EXPORT TRANSACTION) BEST POLICY TOWARD SALE OF 
ITEMS THAT ARE FREELY EXPORTABLE UNDER OPEN GENERAL LICENSE. 
PROBLEM IS WHETHER FBI TOUR. ALTHOUGH SUCH TOURS HAVE NEVER BEEN 
DENIED TO ANY FOREIGN POLICE OFFICIALS, WOULD IN ANY WAY 

IMPLY USG INVOLVEMENT IN THIS PRIVATE EXPORT TRANSACTION. 

DILEMMA HERE IS OBVIOUS. AND BEST SOLUTION MAY BE TO ALLOW 
VISIT WITH SUCH PRECAUTIONS AS MAY BE TANKEN TO AVOID PUBLIC 
ATTENTION AND AVOID ANY IMPLICATION THAT USG IS ASSOCIATED 
WITH PROPOSED SALE. (WE ASSUME ARGUMENT MAY BE MADE THAT 
SAME OR SIMILAR EXPORT SALES AND PROFESSIONAL COOPERATION ARE 
AVAILABLE TO OTHER COUNTRIES, INCLUDING COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, 
WITH WHOSE POLICE PROCEDURES WE DO NOT NECESSARILY AGREE.) 

2. OPTIONS B AND C CAN BE ASSESSED BEST BY DEPARTMENT BUT 
MUST PRESUMABLY BE WEIGHED IN LIGHT OF USG PRACTICE WITH 
RESPECT TO OTHER COUNTRIES WHOSE LAWS OR POLICE METHODS MAY 
GIVE US PROBLEMS. MORAL SUASION IS PROBABLY MOST EFFECTIVE 
WHEN THERE IS ACTIVE CONCERN AMONG COUNTRIES OR SECTORS OF 

THE PUBLIC THAT ARE OF IMPORTANCE TO THE FIRM INVOLVED. 
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EM EMBASSY PROBABLY COULD NOT OBTAIN SAG ASSURANCES ON 
DIFFERENTIATED USE OF FINGERPRINTING EQUIPMENT. AMONG OTHER 
REASONS, SUCH USE WOULD SEEM IMPOSSIBLE IN PRACTICE, AS 
VIOLATION OF PASS LAWS ARE ADMINISTERED IN SAME WAY AS MANY 
OTHER CRIMINAL OFFENSES. 

4. SA POLICE HAVE BEEN MOST COOPERATIVE WITH EMBASSY ON 
MATTERS OF SECURITY, ROUTINE CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS, 
NARCOTICS SMUGGLING, AND OTHER SUBJECTS OF APPROPRIATE 
LIAISON. SUCH COOPERATION WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY SUFFER IF SAP 
WERE TO ENCOUNTER EXTRAORDINARY RESTRICTIONS WHICH IT FELT 
WERE INSTIGATED BY THE EMBASSY OR BY A USG REFUSAL TO BE AT 
LEAST MINIMALLY HELPFUL ON NORMAL SA POLICE INTERESTS. 

5. CRUX OF FOREGOING IS POTENTIAL PUBLIC RELATIONS PROBLEM 
INVOLVED. IF FBI TOUR CANNOT BE AVOIDED, WE SHOULD AT 
LEAST MAKE SURE THAT IT CAN PROPERLY BE REGARDED AS NO MORE 
THAN A PROFESSIONAL COURTESY AVAILABLE TO POLICE OFFICIALS 
FROM ALL FOREIGN COUNTRIES, AND CERTAINLY NOT AS A SPECIAL 
TOUR DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY TO HELP SAG IMPROVE ITS 
FINGERPRINTING CAPABILITIES. 
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